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is Social Security, and we should not 
cut it to take care of the Republican 
deficit. 

f 

EXPRESSING CONGRESSIONAL 
SUPPORT FOR ISRAELI SECU-
RITY FENCE 

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, this 
past weekend a Palestinian terrorist 
invaded Israel and detonated a suicide 
bomb on a bus in downtown Jerusalem. 
Eight innocent civilians lost their 
lives, and 50 more were wounded in the 
latest act of senseless violence per-
petrated by the Palestinian terrorists 
against Israel. 

Since September 2000, there have 
been over 20,000 terrorist attacks 
against Israel. Because of the unwill-
ingness of the Palestinian leadership to 
prevent the violence, Israel has become 
a nation under siege. 

In order to protect itself and its inno-
cent citizens, Israel is constructing a 
security fence. Rather than stopping 
the violence so that there would be no 
need for a security fence, the Palestin-
ians have chosen to go to the United 
Nations and ask the International 
Court of Justice to intervene. 

Mr. Speaker, I am introducing a reso-
lution today with my colleague the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) 
asking that this process be stopped and 
that the Palestinians start negotiating 
in good faith with the Israelis so that 
there would be no need for a security 
fence in that region. 
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AFFIRMING ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO 
SELF-DEFENSE 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, the right of 
every nation to self-defense is an in-
alienable right. As my colleague, the 
gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms. BERK-
LEY), just so eloquently described, 
today we will introduce, along with 
nearly 60 Republican and Democrat 
original cosponsors in this House, a 
resolution affirming Israel’s right to 
self-defense. 

Just last month, my wife, Karen, and 
I traveled along the fence line in Israel, 
the security fence itself, constructed in 
the wake of over 20,000 attacks over the 
last 3 years that have claimed over 
1,000 lives. Israel is engaged in the con-
struction of a fence in an act of self-de-
fense, and our resolution affirms this 
timeless principle. 

Mr. Speaker, I pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem, for all of the people of the 
region. But affirming, as this Congress 
should, the wrongness of the action at 
the Hague and the rightness of Israel’s 
choice to defend itself and innocent ci-
vilians is the proper course of action. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from Nevada and all of our 
original cosponsors and urge expedi-
tious action on our resolution sup-
porting Israel’s right to self-defense. 
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PLEADING FOR HELP FOR HAITI 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning to once again plead with this 
administration to act before there is 
any more bloodshed and death in Haiti. 

Now, for the past 3 months, we have 
been coming to this floor calling on 
this administration to act. Yesterday, 
the Congressional Black Caucus met 
with President Bush and he, too, said 
that he abhorred the violence and the 
loss of life in Haiti. Colin Powell, our 
Secretary of State, said, we cannot 
allow thugs and murderers to over-
throw the democratically elected gov-
ernment of President Aristide. 

So we must act now. We have an op-
portunity to do so. The United States 
must take a role, or at least at the 
very minimum not block any United 
Nations Security Council resolution 
which could provide international secu-
rity forces in Haiti. But time is of the 
essence, Mr. Speaker. Lives are at 
stake. This is urgent. 

So I plead with this administration 
to heed our call and save the lives of 
Haitians and save the real life of de-
mocracy in terms of our neighbor of 8 
million people right next door in our 
own hemisphere. 

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to de-
mocracy, this country supports democ-
racy in Iraq. We should support democ-
racy in Haiti and come to Haiti’s aid 
right now. 
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U.S. SHOULD SUPPORT ISRAEL’S 
SECURITY FENCE 

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, this past 
Sunday morning I was in Jerusalem, 
and I was within 100 yards of a bus on 
the number 14 route when a bomb was 
set off by the Alexa Brigades which are 
affiliated with the Fattah movement 
chaired by Chairman Arafat. The bomb 
was timed to destroy a bus and the peo-
ple on it during the rush hour when 
schoolchildren were going to school, 
when men and women were going to 
work. Eight people, including two high 
school students, were killed, over 50 
wounded. Chairman Arafat’s group 
later claimed credit for this ‘‘success-
ful military operation.’’ That was in 
Arabic. Later during the day, of course, 
he condemned it in English. 

Mr. Speaker, the bomber came in 
through a gap in the security fence 
which has not yet been built. The 
Israelis must finish that fence as a 
pure defensive reaction. To criticize 
the Israelis for building a security 

fence when any other country that was 
under the kind of sustained terror at-
tack that Israel is under would not be 
building a security fence, but would be 
attacking with bombs and missiles, is 
the height of hypocrisy. Frankly, it re-
minds me of the criticisms of the 
Czechs in 1938 for endangering the 
peace of Europe by getting in the way 
of the peaceful territorial demands of 
Chancellor Hitler of Europe. 

The Israelis should be applauded for 
trying to stop this carnage and the 
murder of civilians, not by invasion 
and by bombs and missiles, but simply 
by a security fence; and we ought to 
support it, and we ought to hail the 
Israelis for their restrained reaction in-
stead of allowing hypocrites to, in ef-
fect, support the campaign of terror by 
opposing completion of the fence. 
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UNBORN VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE 
ACT OF 2003 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, pursuant to House Resolution 529, I 
call up the bill (H.R. 1997) to amend 
title 18, United States Code, and the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice to 
protect unborn children from assault 
and murder, and for other purposes, 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LIN-

DER). Pursuant to House Resolution 
529, the bill is considered read for 
amendment. 

The text of H.R. 1997 is as follows: 
H.R. 1997 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Unborn Vic-
tims of Violence Act of 2003’’ or ‘‘Laci and 
Conner’s Law’’. 
SEC. 2. PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title 18, United States 
Code, is amended by inserting after chapter 
90 the following: 
‘‘CHAPTER 90A—PROTECTION OF UNBORN 

CHILDREN 
‘‘Sec. 
‘‘1841. Protection of unborn children. 
‘‘§ 1841. Protection of unborn children 

‘‘(a)(1) Whoever engages in conduct that 
violates any of the provisions of law listed in 
subsection (b) and thereby causes the death 
of, or bodily injury (as defined in section 
1365) to, a child, who is in utero at the time 
the conduct takes place, is guilty of a sepa-
rate offense under this section. 

‘‘(2)(A) Except as otherwise provided in 
this paragraph, the punishment for that sep-
arate offense is the same as the punishment 
provided under Federal law for that conduct 
had that injury or death occurred to the un-
born child’s mother. 

‘‘(B) An offense under this section does not 
require proof that— 

‘‘(i) the person engaging in the conduct had 
knowledge or should have had knowledge 
that the victim of the underlying offense was 
pregnant; or 

‘‘(ii) the defendant intended to cause the 
death of, or bodily injury to, the unborn 
child. 

‘‘(C) If the person engaging in the conduct 
thereby intentionally kills or attempts to 
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